Luthier
Extraordinaire

By Stephen Stern

“lne of In March of 1993, T was being interviewed by Johin Page,
thi peneral manager of the Custom Shop. He asked me,
lhf ﬁrs,' “mrhat type o |:'.-:|'-:ill1|r:| are you looxing tor’ | tald him |l
tﬁings that wanted to bulld custom Strats and Teles. John said, “'ve
s got lots of gues that build Strots and Teles, but 1 need
Ilmm}" acmeone B0 start an incredibly challenging new prsject
stressed to the D¥Aquisto line of asch top gu_::..-:ri. I v want the
me was b, iig_’*f'ﬂciﬁ'ﬁ " T oRIE Neadlessng @y that day,
; d 2 i Ilqm%:? 1y i B bl 1J;‘I-L‘ |i-Ti"ir|Jn'|.¢| of aheetingand
III.'“' dﬂl‘l i wirk l-. H'| ||e.;]1.1|15 thie e atestgul tar itailcher this
world hasi gw.-r vm—ln:rmrs B Aguisio.
stop at a g F"*“
certain point, The 'i’uung A.[.lp remi:u
E.I!PEI"IHIEH[— limmy [V Aquisto was born November &, 1935 in
Iw Brooklyn, New York to James and Mary D' Aguisto.
arways From an early age, whether drawing, carving or
E.IPEI"“‘HEHI’.* o modet bullding, Jimmy had shown an artistic apti-

tude. The DFAquisto home was filled with classical
mkesie, bl as [imimy grew older his fastes shifted
towards faEr, He studied with .-'l.1|1l|:|r1'_r Araboere, a
prominent New York guitarist; and formed groups
with friencds from the neighborhood—one of
whiom introduced him to ||'5:|._'|||I..1r!.' ;_.:L|i1:|r-1:|'..'| KT
John BY Anpgelica, D*Angelico hired him on as an
apprentice at the age of seventeen.

EY Achiaista stirted ot like any apprentice: mn-
NANE Errands, "\.WI.;L"I'I:.I T Lif LTS ‘\.|||.||| Al 50 0
Spon, however, he began improving pdckpeand

and headstock templates, “*When john made a
[:liL'kﬂLL.Jrl.: {ard wiod can &2 1his o alder anes),
he never made 1t uniform. | made new tem-

plates and changed that: 0 all the steps-angled
the same way. The same thing with the hesd-
plece. The Excel headplece was my terplate.

The notch and deslin were John's idea; the
unilommity of the shape of the headplece was
mime.” [t was around this dme in the mid

1950k that immy met and married his wife
Phyllis Festa, They wene blessed sith 5ix
children: Pauls, Lisa, FarmiEla, famie |._l|".|'|l!||

Michelle amnd Tames I1

limumy was o demanding apprentice
i thiad b wis-on John teteack him

more and more. 5o, by the early 6l

[immy was performing 4 Lot of the criti-
il aspects of the guitar, L& carving
thie tops-and backs, shaping necks and
bending skdes.

It was also at this time that John's
healthy starbed to fil. 1 went dawn
to the shop ope day and IE was siill

Fender Frantling 33



